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Headteacher’s Update

Beyond the school day . . .

As part of their preparation 
for further education and 

employment after Maidenhill, a 
number of activities have taken 
place over the last few months. 

The Real Game
On 24th June, Year 8 spent a 
morning with a careers advisor from 
the SGS Schools’ Career Service, 
taking part in a number of activities 
to help them consider their future 
and to learn about the world of 
work.  

Over the course of the session 
the students were encouraged 
to consider their values, what is 
important to them and what kind 
of lifestyle they might want in the 
future. They had the opportunity to 
compete a personality test which 
helped them identify their strengths 
and think about which careers these 
skills might be useful in. They
were able to research a job that they 
might want to do in the future or 
that they wanted to find out more 
about in terms of the qualifications 
needed and work involved. After 
making some calculations, they
were able to see if their chosen 
career path was realistically going
to sustain the lifestyle they
wanted.

Congratulations to Kalila 
McLaughlin, 8RCB, for 

winning Stonehouse Young Person 
of the Year Award on the 3rd June.

Kalila has many outstanding 
qualities.  In every encounter, she 
treats her teachers and peers with 
thoughtfulness and respect. She 
always has a smile as she enters 
the room and her excellent attitude 
is contagious to those around 
her. Kalila is extremely organised 
and conscientious in the way she 
completes all of her tasks, taking 
a lead role in an assembly and 
undertaking community work 
around the school in her own 
time. Her positive attitude reflects 
her hard work ethic and her 
determination to do her best. She is 
a quiet but strong leader amongst 
her peers, with her compassion and 
kindness shining through in all of 
her actions towards others. Kalila’s 
strong character and positive 
attitude represent the definition of 
being an exemplary role model at 
Maidenhill! 

Kalila said “I feel ecstatic on 
receiving the Vicky Wakefield-
Heath “Young Person of the Year 
Award”.  I was nominated by the 
Learning Community Leaders at 
Maidenhill and Jemma Grieve from 
the Stroud District Youth Council 
for my services to the school and 
the community. My family are very 
proud of me.”

Looking to the future . . .
Finance Workshops
During the summer term “The 
Money Charity” delivered a variety 
of finance workshops to Years 
8, 9 and 10. These workshops 
were focused on the importance 
of planning and budgeting and 
how to save for the future. The 
workshops were very interactive 
and encouraged students to reflect 
on the importance of money in their 
lives.

Mock Interviews
On Thursday 20th June, all Year 
10 students took part in a ‘mock 
interview’ with a local employer in 
order to gain experience in sitting 
a formal interview. The aim was 
to better prepare themselves for 
future college and job interviews. 
In advance, the students had 
prepared a mock application form 
which the employers used when 
conducting the interview. Despite 
them being a little nervous prior to 
their interview, they went extremely 
well. Students were very positive in 
their feedback and gained a lot of 
experience from the event as well as 
enjoying themselves in the process.

Taster Days
In addition to the mock interview, 
Year 10 students had the 
opportunity to visit Archway 

Sixth Form, Stroud College and 
Cirencester College. These college 
taster days provide a valuable 
insight into Post 16 education, the 
types of courses on offer and what 
the institutions are like. 

University of Gloucestershire 
Aspirations Day
On Monday 24th June, a group 
of Year 9 students visited The 
University of Gloucestershire – 
Oxstalls Campus. The university 
hosted an event to help inspire 
and raise student aspirations and 
provided a carousel of workshops 
aimed at encouraging students to 
think about their future.

During the day, students received 
an introduction into what Higher 
Education (HE) means, and the 
many different ways to study at HE 
level. They also found out about the 
kinds of career paths they could 
follow if they studied in HE. The 
students had the opportunity to 
‘Quiz their Ambassador’ and speak 
to current HE students about their 
student life and courses. They were 
taken on a tour of the campus and 
learnt about what studying at HE 
would be like.

Enterprise Event

Stonehouse Young  
Person of the Year

On starting at Maidenhill, 
students join one of our four 

Learning Communities and are 
placed in a tutor group consisting 
of students of all ages, abilities 
and backgrounds. These groups 
enable them to quickly get to 
know different students and are 
an important element of their life 
at Maidenhill, contributing to their 
all-round development.  

Learning to understand and 
empathise with others is an 
important part of growing up, as is 
developing the skills and attributes 
needed to be successful and 
responsible citizens, both locally 
and globally. We are always pleased 
when members of the public or 
wider community go out of their 

way to comment favourably on the 
conduct and positive attitudes of 
our students. Most recently, our 
students impressed local business 
people in the mock interviews with 
Year 10; poet Spoz who worked 
with Year 8; ambassadors from the 
University of Gloucestershire who 
met Year 9 and Science Festival 
organisers who encountered 
students from both Key Stages 3 
and 4. 

We were particularly delighted to 
hear that Kalila has been named as 
Stonehouse Young Person of the 
Year. Her selfless contributions 
both in school and in the local 
community mean that for those 
of us who know her, this was no 
surprise and richly deserved.

Did you know that Maidenhill 
is frequently used after hours 

by a range of community groups 
and national organisations for 
meetings, conferences, activities, 
performances, presentations and 
concerts in the evenings and at 
weekends?

In September, Stonehouse Sports 
Centre was formed and they lease 
Maidenhill’s impressive sports 
facilities to enable members of 
the local community to use the 

sports hall and gym. Stonehouse 
Baptist Church meet at Maidenhill 
on Sundays and the following 
local and national groups have 
also made use of our lovely hall 
and dining area in the past year: 
Gloucester Arts and Crafts, 
Steamboat Association of Great 
Britain, Shine On Stage, Inland 
Waterways Association, Stroud 
Choral Society and Stroud Area 
Wind Orchestra in addition to 
visits by a number of Japanese 
schools.

On Thursday 27th June, all Year 
9 students were involved in an 

enterprise event organised by our 
volunteer enterprise coordinator, 
Jon Batterham.  Jon has his own 
research company based in Stroud 
and we have been working together 
trying to develop our careers and 
aspiration plans for the school.  
The enterprise event was our first 
venture and was a huge success.
The brief was to develop a product 
or service in one of four areas; 

the environment, anti-bullying/
anti-cyberbullying, well-being 
product or education.  Students 
worked hard to develop ideas, 
marketing and finance information, 
supported by a number of 
different local business volunteers. 
They then pitched their ideas 
and two groups were selected 
to go head to head in a grand 
final. The winners, Rhys Bleach, 
Joseph Holder, Harley Hudd, 
Lucie Meredith, Isabelle Wheeler 

and Jasmine Williams, developed 
an idea around providing access 
to recycling facilities in the local 
area as well as providing education 
sessions for local schools. 
The feedback from staff, students 
and volunteers was that this was 
a great creative event with many 
students commenting how helpful 
the session was in developing the 
skills they will need as they begin 
their GCSE subjects.
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to all of those students who
have represented Maidenhill
in sport this year.
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Thank you

Year 8 Football Team

Year 8 Basketball Team Year 10 Basketball Team

Year 7 Football Team

Year 9 Football Team Year 11 Football Team

Girls’ U16 Football Team

Year 8 Rugby Team

Year 8 Netball Team

Year 7 Netball Team

Year 7 Athletics Team Year 8 Athletics Team

Congratulations

to Doverow who were the 
overall winners of
Sports Day 2019

Sports Day Record Breakers 
Alisha Kantorowicz- Year 9  Girl’s Javelin  19.04m
Lil Herbert- Year 10  200m   27.8sec
Ben Stopford-Year 10  1500m  5min 12sec
Lil Herbert - Year 10  300m   46.7sec
Kieran Marks - Year 10  400m   1min 1.02sec
Josh Jenkinson -Year 10  100m  12.02sec
Lexie Bull - Year 9   200m  28.71sec
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Gloucester Cathedral

Paris Boulogne

Science Festival 
2019

A visit to Gloucester Cathedral 
with 40  Year 7 students took 

place on Thursday 9th May.  On 
the tour we saw Robert, Duke of 
Normandy’s tomb. He was King 
William’s eldest son, however he 
never became king. He was buried 
in Gloucester Cathedral because 
he donated lots of money to the 
cathedral and it was his favourite 
cathedral. He died whilst in prison. 
He had been imprisoned by his 
youngest brother because he was 
worried that Robert would take 
the throne from him.

Afterwards, we went underground 
to the very bottom of the cathedral 

On Wednesday 5th June 
some KS3 students had a jam 

packed day at Cheltenham Science 
Festival. The students had a great 
time exploring in the Discovery 
Zone, where they got to eat bugs, 
design paper aeroplanes, be 
surgeons and lots more. This was 
followed by an exciting talk on rapid 
reactions; the students saw quick 
reactions take place in a live show. 
The day finished with an animation 
workshop where students created 
fantastic stop motion animation 
based on the conservation of some 
of their favourite animals. 

Some of our KS4 students went to 
the Cheltenham Science Festival 
on Friday 7th June. They listened 
to inspirational talks from lead 
scientists and communicators. 
They were able to investigate how 
science is used in lots of different 
formats in the Discovery Zone and 
how GCHQ use innovative ideas to 
solve problems. The day was aimed 
at highlighting different science 
careers and gave the students the 
opportunity to see and experience 
real life science in action.

Geography Field Work

which is not usually open to the 
public. It was dark, cold and a 
bit spooky! Next we saw the 
whispering gallery which is behind 
the stained glass window showing 
all the saints. A whispering gallery 
is a tunnel where if you whisper a 
message, the sound travels through 
the tunnel to the people at the 
other end.

After lunch, we learnt about the 
Christian faith. One task was to 
dissolve a tablet. The tablet was 
rough to represent people’s sins. As 
it dissolved away it became soft and 
then disappeared. This represented 
people’s sins being washed away 
and being forgiven.

Finally, we all enjoyed watching 
Martha dress up in a monk 
costume! This helped us to 
understand what monks would 
have worn around the cathedral.

This was an all round fantastic trip 
and we all learnt lots of new things.

Ben Mills, 7DSP

On Saturday 18th May a 
group of Year 7 and Year 

10 students took a day trip to 
Boulogne in France.

We arrived in Boulogne after a very 
early start.  My first impression 
was of a town that was proud of its 
sports as there were many statues 
in different sporting poses. They 
were modern in contrast to the 
natural beauty of the beach in the 
heart of Boulogne.  We walked to 
the aquarium, en route passing the 
quaint and cobbled streets of the 
centre which to me felt like I was 
in the centre of an old medieval 
town due to the beautiful ornate 

architecture.
Passing the church, we came upon 
a produce market in full swing. I 
remember thinking how amazing all 
the different fruit and vegetables 
looked and smelt.  It was nice to see 
such a large variety and even better 
to see and smell the local patisserie 
with its window display of freshly 
made cakes and succulent pies.  
At the aquarium we spent two 
hours, the highlight being the seals 
and their tricks.

After a lovely meal we returned to 
the coach to return home after our 
long day.

Isabella Parris, 7DLC

On the 13th and14th June, 
27 students from Year 10 

travelled to Pembrokeshire, for 
the annual geography field trip. 
The purpose of this trip was 
to collect the primary data the 
students need for their GCSE 
paper 3 exam. 

After arriving in Tenby at midday, 
we went down onto the beach to 
look at how the coastal defences 
work.  This acted as revision for the 
work we completed earlier on in 
the term on coasts. The next task 
was to carry out a tourism impact 
survey by questioning members of 
the public about their experiences 
of tourism in Tenby. At first we 
were quite nervous but once we 
had completed a few, we got used 
to it and were able to get some 
useful information for our study. 
Later that evening, we travelled to 
the Youth Hostel at Broad Haven.  
The weather was beautiful, so after 
a spot of tea and some time in the 
classroom writing up the results 
from the day’s work, we set of to 

The first weekend of April 
saw 50 students from Year 9 

visiting Paris for a long weekend.
We travelled by coach and ferry 
and stopped on the way at the 
largest First World War cemetery 
in France, Notre Dame de Lorette. 
Some of us looked for family 
names and managed to pick them 
out from the huge number.

When we arrived at the Chateau 
we took part in an evening activity. 
On the Saturday we went on a 
coach trip to Paris and saw the 
Eiffel Tower and the Notre Dame 
Cathedral.  We even got to walk 
up the Eiffel Tower! Some of us 

explore the beach, rock pools and 
caves. 

The next day we travelled to
St. Govan’s Head. This is a small 
chapel built into the cliff face. From 
here we had an excellent view of 
some of the coastal landforms we 
had studied. We then travelled to 
our next study site, Fresh Water 
West. Here, we did a sand dune 
transect by measuring the number 
of species and the number of 
species for every 10m, we travelled 
back along the sand dune.  After 
completing the work for the second 
day, we travelled home. We were 
very tired but we had a great few 
days. 

Those students who didn’t come to 
Pembrokeshire had a day of field 
work experience on 12th June at 
Gloucester Quays and a section 
of the river Frome in Stonehouse. 
We started the day researching 
the impacts of urban regeneration 
on the quays, carrying out a land 
use survey and questionnaires.  

went as far as the second floor. 
There were lots of steps! There 
were amazing views of the whole 
of Paris. Then we went on a boat 
ride along the River Seine. We also 
went shopping next to the Notre 
Dame Cathedral. In the evening 
we made crepes at the Chateau. 
On the Sunday we spent the whole 
day at Disneyland! There were lots 
of rides to go on and see. It was 
amazing! That was our last evening 
in Paris so we had a disco back at 
the Chateau. On Monday it was 
time to go home and we stopped in 
a hypermarket. It was a weekend 
never to forget!

Pippa Benn, 9HDK

After lunch we headed to the river 
Frome. We used the field work 
equipment to measure the width 
and depth of the river to see if it 
had the same characteristics of a 
middle course river. 



TERM 1
Monday 2nd September  Inset Day
Tuesday 3rd September  Start of Term 1
Tuesday 10th September  Y10 Parents’ Information Evening
Friday 13th September  Y7 & Y9 Photographs
Wednesday 18th September  Y7 Parents’ Information Evening
Saturday 21st September Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition
Tuesday 24th September Open Evening, 6.30pm
Wednesday 25th September  Open Morning, 9.15am
Thursday 26th September  Open Morning, 9.15am
Friday 27th September  Inset Day
Friday 25th October  End of Term 1

Maidenhill School, Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel: 01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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International Women in Engineering Day 

International Women in Engineering Day is an international 
awareness campaign to raise the profile of women in engineering 

and focuses attention on the amazing career opportunities 
available to girls in this exciting industry.  It celebrates the 
outstanding achievements of women engineers throughout the 
world.

This year, GCHQ ran a competition where Year 9 students were 
tasked to make a creative literature piece about a woman historically 
or presently involved in STEM that has inspired them. 

The competition was entered by several schools and 9 entries from 
Maidenhill School were selected by the science department to be 
entered.  Congratulations to Ruth Spring who won the runner up 
prize of a £20 gift voucher for her piece on Katherine Johnson. This 
will be presented to her in assembly by GCHQ. 

See our website to read her entry.

Mr Bargh was given a task of 
running a bingo evening on 

Thursday 28th March for Maidenhill 
Friends.  We talked about it and I 
suggested to put my skills to the test 
and use technology; I would build 
a program that generated the 90 
numbers, along with the calls. The 
first thing I did was take the numbers 
from an external file, including their 
associated calls, put them in a list 
and shuffled them. This was easy 
to do, so I also created a graphical 
interface (something you can see 
and not just text-based) where Mr 
Bargh could generate a number and 
show it to everyone at the click of a 
button. This showed on two different 
screens so players could see it and Mr 
Bargh could call it out.  I could have 
improved the program further by 
adding a light board showing all of the 
numbers that had been called or using 
text to speech so that the computer 
could call out the numbers instead of 
Mr Bargh, but the program was good 
enough and met the needs of the 
game. The night was a success, raising 
money for Maidenhill and everyone 
had a good time.

Ashley Rowles, 11HKA

Bingo

TERM 2
Monday 4th November   Start of Term 2
Thursday 7th November   Y7 Tutor Evening
Wednesday 13th November 
                            Y11 Parents’ Information and
                            Post 16 Evening
Friday 29th November   Inset Day
Friday 20th December  End of Term 2


